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_ Ministry Update
The EC Launches Regional
Outreach Conferences

The EC has built a reputation for being a resource for speakers and
trainers that are theologically astute, while also being in-tune with the
practical needs and struggles of Church leaders. Through a combination of
respected keynote speakers, engaging workshops, and contemporary mu-
sic, our conferences have helped Catholic ministry leaders to understand,
embrace, and execute the Church’s call to the New Evangelization.

Over 1000 Catholic ministry leaders have attended the EC’s confer-
ences over the last six years. This represents over 80 campus ministries
and over 60 parishes.

This year, the EC is launching a new type of conference with the par-
ticular focus of evangelizing attendees. Jason Simon, the EC’s executive
director, explains this new initiative, “Our Madison Institutes equipped
Catholic leaders, lay and ordained, for apostolic work in the Church.
Over the years, we realized that these leaders were increasingly hungry
for events that would evangelize and catechize people they knew at their
parishes and college campuses. We felt confident that we could work

with local leaders to launch a conference that would open people’s eyes “Peter and his companions had bee sleep, but becoming fully
to The pOWeI‘ Of God at WOI’k in fheil’ "VeS Clnd in The Wol’ld. We’re ex- awake, .!.fu"]' s bi.ig:’w:}ﬂ and the two men s.rm.rd.'r'ug with bim.”
cited to offer at least two of these conferences within the next year.” - LUKE 9:32 -

His Eminence Francis Cardinal George sent a letter of support for the
Chicago Conference and Bishop Michael Burbidge is supporting another
conference next fall in his Diocese of Raleigh, North Carolina. In both
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The aim of these conferences is to provide a CON FERENCE

setting for conversion to Jesus and the initiatory
catechesis needed in order to ground these young For College Students and Young Adults under 33
adults in the life of faith. We hope that they will April 17-18, 2009

bring renewed life to the campus ministries and

dioceses to which they return.

In order to reach the largest number of young adults possible, we are diligently working to find
financial supporters of these conferences who will subsidize the registration fees. Our goal is to
keep the fees for the young adults to $50 per person. This, however, will mean a shortfall of at
least $150 per person. We are confident that Catholic donors will see the value of this initiative
and support the effort to make it widely available.

The EC directs Alpha-Omega, a weekly outreach large group on
the UW-Madison campus. We also provide one-on-one formation

for students and serve as evangelization consultants to St. Paul’s in
Evange'l ization on other pastoral matters. We are currently laying the groundwork

for an EC Evangelization Internship Program at St. Paul’s next
Campus year, open also to graduates from other universities.
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A Story of Conversion & Evangelical Impact
Jason J. Simon, Executive Director

~

The goal of EC ministry is ulti-
mately to equip Catholics to bring
the good news and care of Jesus
to others. This is, of course, the
ultimate goal for all Catholic min-
istries that seek to embody
Christ’s call to go and make disci-
ples of all nations.

Unlike my periodic goal of not
driving more than 5 mph over the

Alpha-Omega on the upcoming
Thursday. Alpha-Omega is the
weekly large group (begun by
the Evangelical Catholic) that
features stories of conversion
from students, engaging speak-
ers, and contemporary music all
focused on the mission of inviting
students into a relationship with
Jesus through the Catholic
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speed limit, this goal is achiev-
able. A Catholic ministry can ac-
tually equip people to reach
out in life-changing ways to
their peers. | recently met with
a student for spiritual direction
who told me his story. It illus-
trated so well the power of
achieving this goal.

Paul grew up Catholic and
came to UW-Madison particu-
larly excited to be attending
the country’s #1 party school.
(They have since dropped in
this prestigious ranking.) Like
many freshmen, he was eager to
be free of home, to do whatever

he wanted with his friends, and to

not have a curfew to hold him
back from quality time with his
girlfriend.

His freshman year went the
way that you might think, given
his aforementioned goals and
obijectives. Still, he continued to
attend Mass on most Sundays.
One particular Sunday, an at-
tractive woman invited under-
grads at Mass to attend

Church.
The topic for the week

seemed interesting and the
woman seemed worth seeing
again, so Paul decided to give
Alpha-O a try. That decision
changed Paul’s life.

When he arrived, friendly
people greeted him, but he felt
like sitting alone. The opening
games and activities were ok,
but it was the speaker that
really got to him. The speaker
was a junior in college who
shared about his path to a ful-
filling relationship with God and
about his struggles along the

EC Financial Picture

way. Paul could relate to
many of his struggles.

Paul usually dismissed re-
flective moments , but that
night he allowed himself to
experience these deeper feel-
ings. He knew that his actions
with his friends and his girl-
friend were leading him further
away from God. He could
feel that God was waiting for
him to open his life to light and
to turn away from dark-
ness. He could feel
God’s love inviting him to
a new life. Sitting in that
chapel listening to the
' talk, Paul began to
- Weep.

He could see how his
B sins had led him further
and further away from
God—Dbut also how God
was still so close to him,
waiting for him.

Another student named Joe
was sitting near Paul that night
and heard him crying. He
could have just let Paul work
his problems out on his own.
Instead, he went and sat next
to him, gently leaned down by
Paul’s head and asked, “Hey
man, do you wanna talk2”

Paul mumbled something
about not knowing what to do.
Again Joe told him that he
would listen if Paul wanted to
talk. Paul did end up telling
Joe everything he was feel-

Continued on back...
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O Fundraising

~N
Expenses 2007-2008 Fiscal Year Income 2007-2008 Fiscal Year
$1,532 ,1%
$6,766 ,4%
$26,217 ,15% oc Iti
onsuliing $40722 ,24%
B Event Fees / Program Income
O Contributions
O Materials Sales
O Ministry Programs
B Management and General
[
$146,246 ,81% $93,612.11,54%
$35,845 ,21%

These numbers are unofficial at this time. They will be available for

public review after we file the 990 form next spring.
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A Story... (cont.)

ing, the kinds of things he had been
doing since college, and what he was
thinking he needed to do. Joe as-
sured Paul that God loved him and
that he would give him the strength
to do the things he needed to do.

Soon after that, Paul went to
confession. He felt Christ’s forgive-
ness through the words of absolution.
The priest encouraged him to pray
everyday and gave him very specific
ways to do it.

Soon after that night, Joe asked
Paul if he wanted to get together
every week for a while so that he
could share with him certain things
that would help him get his relation-
ship with Christ off to the right start.
Joe taught Paul what he had learned
about prayer, reading the scriptures,
and receiving the sacraments. He
also began to introduce Paul to his
friends and other people around St.
Paul’s.

Today, Paul and his girlfriend are
still together, but their relationship
looks a lot different. Paul is now in a
Bible Study and every week he in-

vites his friends and roommates to at-
tend Alpha-Omega, hoping that they
can experience God the way he did
that night.

Joe was obviously crucial in this
story. Joe felt confident enough in his
faith not only to listen to Paul, but also to
immediately begin guiding him in the
right direction. He was able to speak
encouraging truth to him that night. He
also knew that Paul would need follow-
up if he was going to stick with his new
resolutions. He didn’t need to give his
name to a campus minister or to the
priest; he was equipped to follow-up
with him. Joe took the initiative to begin
grounding Paul firmly in his faith.

Joe and | have been meeting to-
gether on and off for a number of
years. He is equipped for this type of
ministry because | and many others took
time to form him in his faith and to give
him the direction he needed in order for
his gifts to flourish. What began as a
mentoring relationship is now a deep
mutual friendship.

Joe’'s life is a testimony to the evan-
gelical power that can be unleashed on
the world when we equip people to be
Christ’s love to others.

Save the Date! The EC will host an EC Reunion in
Madison, Wisconsin on Saturday, February 21, 2009. Past
friends of the EC from St. Paul’s ot UW, past Institutes, and
present, former, and potential supporters will all share an
evening of prayer, fellowship, and an excellent keynote
speaker. More info below and even more yet to come!

EC Reunion!

The EC will celebrate its
10th Anniversary next
spring!

Where: UW-Madison campus
When: Saturday, February 21, 2009
Time: TBD
Who: -Diocese of Madison Connections
facilitators & participants
-present and past students from
universities with EC ministries
(especially UW-Madison,
Harvard, and Dayton)
-past Institute attendees
-past Training Camp attendees
-past Blessed Sacrament & St.
Ignatius Core Team members
-past, present, and future donors
-anyone else who likes us

We are lining up a keynote speaker,
which will be followed by cocktails,
desserts, and celebration.

If you would like to help us organize
this event, please call or email us!




